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More Families to Get Free Grilles

By Esther Au Yong

Community-care programme to prevent young children from falling to their deaths from high-rise flats is now available to the needy islandwide

IF YOU are worried about the safety of young children in your flat, but cannot afford to install window grilles in your home, help is available.

Tanjong Pagar Community Development Council (CDC) is extending its "Prevent the Fall" community-care programme to residents islandwide. Previously, only families living in the Tanjong Pagar and West Coast GRCs could benefit from it.

Initiated by Tanjong Pagar CDC, Shin Min Daily News and Silver River Group, the project was launched on Feb 12 this year. So far, it has helped 45 needy families in the two GRCs.

On why the project is being extended, Tanjong Pagar CDC general manager Han Kok Juan said: "We have had many callers, some of whom are not our residents. So, we decided to work together with the other eight CDCs so that more people can benefit."

Applicants have to meet two conditions. The family's total household income must be less than $1,500 and there must be at least one child aged 10 or below.

The project was started in response to newspaper reports of young children falling to their deaths from high-rise flats which had windows without grilles. Over the past three years, 18 children have died this way.

Each set of window grilles, costing between $500 and $600, will be installed and paid for in full by the Silver River Group, a home furnishing company.

Mr Ang Thow Kok, Silver River's managing director, said: "I think all of us should do our part for the community. We hope to set an example so that others would also come forward."

One of the beneficiaries, housewife Zaiton Abdullah, said: "I'm very happy that I have grilles on the windows now.

"I don't have to watch over my children constantly and can do my household chores without worrying all the time."

She has two children, aged three and four.

Those families who are interested should call the CDC's hotline on 470-2818.

