REPORT ON S21 NATIONAL SEMINAR FOR THE MALAY COMMUNITY. 

1.               Introduction.

1.1 The Singapore 21 (S21) vision was launched by the Prime Minister in August 1997, to strengthen Singapore “heartware” and to develop a new vision for Singapore. Heartware refers to the qualities such as social cohesion, political stability and our collective will, values and attitudes as a people.

1.2 Five keys ideas were identified which addresses these dilemmas which was the result of the extensive discussions amongst Singaporeans from all walks of life.

1.3 The S21 serves as broad strokes of Singapore future and all Singaporeans have been encouraged to interpret these broad strokes and translate them into plans and actions to help make Singapore 21 vision truly comes alive.

1.4 To-date, seminars on S21 were all conducted in English. Recognising that there is a need to reach out to Malay-speaking Singaporeans, especially those not conversant in English, this seminar in Malay was organised by Majlis Pusat (Central Council of Malay Cultural Organisations Singapore) with the support from People’s Association. It was held on Sunday 2nd April 2000 at Singapore International Convention & Exhibition Centre.

2.         Objective.

The Seminar has a three-fold objective, namely

2.1 To create awareness on S21 vision among the Malay Singaporeans.

2.2 To generate discussion amongst the Malay Organisations on S21 vision.

2.3 To encourage Malay Organisations to translate the key ideas               of  S21 into concrete plans and actions for the Malay              community. 

3               The Five Key Ideas.
Central to the S21 Vision are 5 key pillars:

3.1 Every Singaporean Matters.
3.2 Strong Families : Our Foundation & Our Future.
3.3 Opportunities for All.
3.4 The Singapore Heartbeat: Feeling Passionately About Singapore.
3.5 Active Citizens: Making A Difference To Society.
Summary of Discussion

Numbering about 500, the workshop participants from the 5 workshops reflected a good mix of Malay-Muslim community leaders who are active in community/constituency/grassroot organisations, mosques committees, and educational Institutions.

They see themselves as already active citizens, each actively contributing to the community and society at large.

Declaration

The workshop participants recognised that the tenet of S21 is very important since the involvement of Singaporeans in the affairs of society will contribute to the long term development of Singapore.  This declaration constituted the spirit of the workshop discussions and provided the thrust to the series of recommendations that were put forth.

The workshop managed to focus on the actualisation of this S21 tenet and avoided dwelling too long on the conceptual aspects.  Participants seemed to find the conceptual understanding of S21 more or less as a settled issue.

4 Recommendations derived from Workshops Discussion.
4.1 EVERY SINGAPOREAN MATTERS.

             IDEAS
         RECOMMENDATION

           
POTENTIAL

PARTNERS

* All Singaporeans are unique, have a role and contribution to make to the society.

* Meritocracy is too focused on academic and economic criteria. 

* All must strive to do their best in any activity that they partake and to realise their full ability and talent. Also to inculcate the spirit of continual learning and self-improvement.


* The Malay community have a vital role to play in our society irrespective of their social standing.

* Society should not label those who are weak academically as non- performers but should instead encourage them to achieve their potential. CDCs can work with Malay/Muslim organisations   to identify those with non-academic talents and device an award scheme to recognise them.

* Encourage learning and acquiring product knowledge at every opportunity in accordance to one’s ability.

* To encourage self-improvement and life long learning.


Malay Muslim Organisations.

PA, Private Corporations.

Malay/Muslim Organisations

Malay Muslim Organisations. 

4.2 STRONG FAMILIES: OUR FOUNDATION AND OUR  

FUTURE.

             IDEAS
         RECOMMENDATION
           
POTENTIAL

PARTNERS

* Working parents have limited opportunities to interact with their children.                             

* More Child Care Centres and Family Service Centres. ( FSCs)

* Programs for family development.

* Strengthen family ties 


*  Flexible working hours.

*  Working  from the home.

*  Time-off  for both parents should a child  falls sick.

* CDCs can work with Malay/Muslim organisations to make  such services more available.

* FSC to continue to provide programs such as outreach program and also counselling for problem families.

* Concept of congregation with families at home and in mosques.


Employers,

Min Manpower

PA, MP, AMP, Mendaki and other Service providers.

Family Service Centres.

MUIS, Mosque

Committee.



4.3 OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.

             IDEAS
         RECOMMENDATION
           
POTENTIAL
PARTNERS

* Every Singaporean must be given an equal opportunity to serve in all sectors of the service and economy regardless of their race or religion.

* Madrasah education should  reach a level of excellence.

* Acknowledgement of the allegiances of the Malays to Singapore.

* Help to uplift the Malays who are not academically inclined.

* Talented foreigners are welcomed as they contribute to Singapore success. 


* Selection of job applicants must be based strictly on merit.

* To upgrade curriculum to be in line with the National education system.

* By accepting suitably qualified Malays to positions of responsibility in key and critical areas in the public sector.

* Develop program to enable these segment to upgrade.

* Devise program that will help foreigners to understand Singapore uniqueness, diversity and values to enable them to integrate into our society.

  
Govt. & Private Agencies.

All Madrasahs.

Govt. Agencies

AMP, Jamiyah Mendaki

EDB, PA

.



* To remain competitive  Singapore must embark on a   Knowledge Based Economy ( KBE)

* Publishing a Malay “Green Book”
* Provide a conducive environment where the learning and application of IT is easily accessible and affordable.  

* To serve as an reference for non-Malays to understand and appreciate Malay values and customs. 

* Provide guidance to Malay/Muslim newly weds on the cultural and religious development of their children from birth to puberty.

* Provide guidance for Malay/Muslim on the cultural and religious development of oneself from puberty to beyond.


MP, Mendaki, AMP, PA

Malay/Muslims organisations.

4.4 THE SINGAPORE HEARTBEAT.

             IDEAS
RECOMMENDATION
POTENTIAL

PARTNERS

* One consequence of Globalisation is the migration of more Singaporean to foreign countries.

* Overseas Singaporean loosen their emotional ties and roots with Singapore.

* The spirit of S21 vis-à-vis belief in Islam. 
* Develop program that helps to inculcate a sense of belonging and commitment and involvement towards Singapore.

* Govt. Agencies and Private Org. to set-up a networking channel that could acts as a link to Singaporeans who are overseas.

* No contradiction as Islam promotes the same values as those identified as S21 values.  

* To organise more dialogue with other races to explain the Islamic values vs S21 values
Malay/Muslims Organisations, PA, EDB.

MFA , EDB, Private Org.

Malay/ Muslim Organisations.

4.5 Active Citizens: Making a Difference To Society.

Becoming Active Citizens
a) A basic step that could be taken to exercise one’s role as an active citizen is to try to get more members of our society to become a community.  There is no better person who could win over more individuals to be active other than the person who is always actively involved in the affairs of the community.

b) There is, nevertheless, a group of people who may be willing to commit themselves as active citizens but are not prepared to do so because they lack the necessary skills.  Therefore, it is necessary to conduct training to equip potential active citizens with these skills.

c) The focus of active citizenships is in the tackling of social problems confronting disadvantaged individuals and families in our society.  This is one clear area where active citizens can play an important role to help these individuals or families in distress.

d) The above recommendation is a concrete way of becoming active citizens within the community.  Another recommendation of active citizenship is directed outwards.  This is the strengthening of inter-ethnic relations.  It is recommended that at least one major multi-ethnic event be held annually to be initiated and driven by Malay/Muslim groups

e) Orientation Towards New Economy.

This is a contribution as active citizens to support Singapore’s move to become the KBE.  They can assist to help more members of their community to be oriented to the new economy.

              IDEAS
POTENTIAL PARTNERS

Encourage more Malay/Muslims to be active citizens
MP, PA, Malay / Muslim Org.

Training for Volunteers
AMP, PA.

Active citizenship within community – Helping socially disadvantaged 
AMP, PA, Mosque Committee.

Active citizenship outside community – at least one big inter-ethnic project in a year.
MP, PA, Malay/Muslim Org, Mosque Committee.

Orientation to New Economy
AMP, PA, Malay / Muslim Org.

I .  Promoting Active Citizenship.

1.  Mega Exhibition on “Spirit of Gotong Royong” 

This is to showcase the contributions of the Malay/Muslim community as active citizens.  It is also meant as an eye-opener to the uninitiated to come forward and play the role as active citizens.

2.  Multi-Media Outreach

The recommendation is to ride on Kampung Net website to display the Gotong Royong spirit of the community.  Contributions of individuals and groups as active citizens can be posted on this website.  Visitors to this website can browse through the many opportunities that they could get involved in seeking  to become active citizens.

3. “Gotong Royong” column in Berita Harian.

This could be weekly or bi-weekly.  The objective is to highlight the good deeds of active citizens – even no matter how small but one commendable act of kindness.  It is hoped that this could encourage more readers to come forward to offer their help to those in need or ever to take a more active interest in the affairs of the community and the larger society. This could also give a boost to the Singapore Kindness Movement (SKM) 

4)
“E – Gotong Royong”

     A new website for this could be created to serve as a platform for    those who  wish to offer any kind of assistance (material or non-     material) to go  onto the net through this site. Their offer for assistance     could be taken up by others who may need it. Similarly those who need help (whether they are individuals or groups) can post their requests on the net.  This “E – Gotong Royong” is therefore a kind of matching service between  those who offer and those who need help. In this way, more Malay/Muslims can be encouraged to become active citizens.

The Summary of the Recommendations are as shown below;

       RECOMMENDATION


        POTENTIAL PARTNERS



Mega “Gotong Royong” Exhibition
MP, PA, MM Org,  Mosque Committee



Multi-media Outreach
MP , Maxiinfo (Kampung Net), PA,MM Org, Mosque Committee. 



Gotong Royong Column in Berita Harian
MP , BH, PA, MM Org, Mosque Committee.



E -  Gotong Royong
AMP ,MP, PA, MM Org, Mosque Committee.



5.0   Conclusion. 

5.1. The S21 vision is an on going and long process that would require monitoring at constant periodic intervals.

5.2 The variety of ideas derived from our just concluded seminar can only be achieved at different time frames. Some can be activated immediately whereas others need further reflection and deliberations.

5.3 It is an attempt to help Malay Singaporeans to imbibe, empathise, upgrade and achieve the S21 vision as outlined by The Prime Minister. Closer and active working relations amongst the various organisations will act as a catalyst in attaining the desired outcomes.

Prepared by :  Azman Bin Mohd Ariffin. 

                       Secretary, Organising Committee, 

                       S21 National Seminar for the Malay Community.

Vetted by    :  Zulkifli Bin Mohammed.

                       Chairman, Organising Committee,

                       S21 National Seminar for the Malay Community.

                       Ja’afar Bin Sidin, PBM.

                       Dy. Chairman, Organising Committee,

                       S21 National Seminar for the Malay Community.               

Enclosed: Attachments “A” “B” &  “C”

Attachment “A”

S21  for the Malay Community Main Committee Members.
Chairman
            : Mr. Zulkifli  Mohammed

Deputy Chairman      : Mr. Ja’afar  Sidin, PBM.

Secretary                    : Mr. Azman Mohd Ariffin

Asst. Secretary           : Mr. Rahman Kamin, PBM

Treasurer                    : Mr. Abdul Rashid Hussain

Members                     : Mr. Mohd Alami Musa

                                     :  Mr. Jufferie Rashid

                                     :  Mr. Zakaria Buang

                                     :  Mr. Mohd Noor Mohd Said, PBM

                                     :  Mr. Mohd Yahya Zakaria Attia, PBM

                                     :  Mr. Nasir Aman

                                     :  Mr. Irianto Safari.

                                     :  Mr. Faizal Wahyuni Hj. Hassan Wahyuni.

                                     : Mr. Nah Juay Hng.

                                     : Mr. Goh Kok Beng.

                                     : Mr. Abdul Ghani Jantan

                                     :  Mr. Suhaimi Salleh.

                                     :  Ms. Radin Norhayati Radin Sabrang

                                     :  Mdm. Esah Ali

                                     :  Miss Anny Roezza Abdul Aziz.

                                     :  Mr. Razak Abdul Rahman.

                                     :  Mr. Mohd Hussein Bapputy.

                                      :  Mr. Megat Kamaruzaman Zainol

                                      :  Ms. Nur Yakin Mohd Ali.

                                      :  Mr. Amran Mohamed        ( until 28.2.2000) 

                                      :  Mr. Zainal Abidin Nordin. ( wef. from 1.3.2000)

Attachment “B”

Partner Organisations for S21 Seminar.

1. People’s Association

2. Yayasan Mendaki

3. Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura. ( MUIS)

4. Association of Muslim Professionals (AMP)

5. Darul Arqam Singapore.

6. Singapore Minangkabau Association.

7. Singapore Baweanese  Association.

Attachment C.

S21 SEMINAR – PARTICIPANTS LIST

No
ORGANISATION
BREAK

DOWN
SUB- TOTAL


MALAY ORGANISATION 

435

1. 
Badan-Badan Akarumbi Persatuan Rakyat – PA
402


2. 
Mendaki
10


3. 
Angkatan Karyawan Islam – AMP
10


4. 
Majlis Bahasa Melayu Singapura – MITA
3


5. 
Kesatuan Guru-Guru Melayu Singapura
10 



 MP AFFILATES:

63

6. 
Persatuan Bawean Singapura
8


7. 
Perkumpulan Seni
7


8. 
Persatuan Persuratan Pemuda Pemudi Melayu – 4PM
5


9. 
Persatuan Muhammadiyah
4


10. 
Persekutuan Kebajikan Islam Telok Blangah Crescent Singapura 
5


11. 
Persatuan Minangkabau Singapura 
5


12. 
Darul Nadwa
5


13. 
Persaudaraan Macan Singapura
3


14.
IFA
2


15
Persatuan Bolasepak Melayu Singapura
 1.


16.
Pondok Peranakan Gelam.
1


17
Pertapis
3


18.
ASAS 50
1


19.
APAD
3


20.
Anggota Bersekutu
10



ISLAMIC ORGANISATION

47

21
Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura
10


22
Masjid Abdul Hamid Kg Pasiran
4


23
Masjid Al-Ansar
4


24
Masjid Al-Istighfar
3


25
Masjid Al-Istiqamah
-


26
Masjid Al-Muttaqin
10


27
Masjid Mujahidin
6


28
Madrasah Al-Rabiah Al-Islamiah
10



INSTITUTE OF HIGHER LEARNING  

39

29
 Anderson JC.
10


30
 Anglo-Chinese JC.
9


31
Jurong JC
4


32
Tampines JC
2


33
Temasek JC
1


34
National University of Singapore
5


35
Nanyang Technological University
8








TOTAL

584







PAGE  
9

